
OAKVILLE GALLERIES: HOME STUDIO

Explore colour and learn new techniques with Scratch Painting! 
Creating layers of colour using different materials, this artwork will 
investigate the effects of different mediums reacting to one another. 
Your little ones can easily scratch rainbow colours and your older ones 
can investigate more detailed patterns and images. This is a great 
activity that encourages creativity and imagination!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

- Dish soap

- Black paint (tempera or acrylic)

- Wide paintbrush

- Thick white paper

- Crayons

- Toothpicks

- Paper towel or table cover

Completely cover your paper with crayon 
colouring. Make sure the entire sheet of paper 
is filled in with many vibrant colours or your 
desired pattern i.e. alternating cool colours of 
blue, green and purple. It is best to use lighter 
colours at this stage. Make sure to press hard 
with your crayons as you colour and not make 
your patches of one colour too large.

STEP ONE

Rainbow Scratch Paintings

Share your work with us!

#OGHomeStudio 
#Og2Online
#Museumfromhome

lfi



Oakville Galleries Home Studio is delivered in partnership with
the Oakville Community Foundation and generously supported 
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation.

STEP TWO

Add 1-2 drops of dish soap to one large dollop of 
black paint and mix into paint well. Load a wide 
brush with your soap and paint mixture and paint 
over your coloured paper making sure the brush 
strokes move in the same direction and a nice 
thick even layer is applied. 

Paint all the way to the edges of the paper. Let 
dry for at least 15 minutes. Drying time is a 
perfect opportunity to plan your design you wish 
to scratch next.

STEP THREE 

Using a toothpick, carefully scratch a desired 
design onto the painted paper and watch your 
scratch painting come to life! Scratching will 
remove the black paint and allow the coloured 
base to shine through. Do not scratch too hard 
as it can rip the paper.

STEP FOUR


