
OAKVILLE GALLERIES: HOME STUDIO

Foreground, middle ground, background, oh my! This workshop will playfully 
introduce the concept of perspective and how to create a complete composition 
for a landscape drawing or painting. Together, we will explore our favourite 
places, real or imaginary and create beautiful landscape artworks.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

- Paper

- Pencil

- Watercolours (or anything to add colour!)

- Paintbrush

- Water and container

- Reference image if needed

When drawing a landscape, it is much easier to start 
by drawing the foreground. The foreground is the 
part of the landscape that is closest to you. Imagine 
you are standing in the landscape – where are you 
standing? This is the foreground. This part of your 
composition will also have your biggest components. 
When objects are close to you, you can easily see 
all of the details they contain and are their true size. 
As you move further away, the details become blurry 
and the object becomes smaller. In my drawing, I 
have the rocks and tree that are closest to me as the 
foreground. 

STEP ONE

Fundamentals of 
Landscape Painting

Share your work with us!

#OGHomeStudio 
#Og2Online
#Museumfromhome
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#OGHomeStudio 
#Og2Online
#Museumfromhome

Oakville Galleries Home Studio is delivered in partnership with
the Oakville Community Foundation and generously supported 
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation.

STEP TWO
The next step in drawing your landscape is to add 
the middle ground. This is very easy to remember, as 
it had the word “middle” in it! The middle ground is 
further away than your foreground. Something that is 
somewhat off in the distance, but isn’t the part that 
is smallest or furthest away from you. In my drawing, 
behind my rocks and trees, are a lake and an island. 

The last step in drawing your landscape is adding 
the background. Another easy way to remember this 
is the word “back” that is found within the term. The 
background consists of your objects that are furthest 
away from you. Because they are far away, they are 
the smallest and least detailed. In my drawing, my 
background contains mountains. These mountains 
are massive and would take weeks to climb in real 
life, but because they are so far away in my drawing 
they are smaller than the tree in my foreground and 
similar to the size of the island in my middle ground. 

STEP THREE 

I chose to use watercolour to bring my landscape to 
life, but you can use whatever you like! Remember, 
the objects in your foreground are the most detailed 
because they are closest to you. Whether you want 
to make a realistic landscape or one from your 
imagination, the sky is the limit! You can make your 
mountains whatever colour you would like and 
set your landscape at whatever time of day is your 
favourite. After all, these are YOUR landscape 
masterpieces.

STEP FOUR


