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List of exhibitions presented at
Oakville Galleries

Artworks presented in Gairloch Gardens

PLANT: a conversation of views
September – November 2006
PLANT is a collective of architects from Toronto, ON

This installation is situated in a neglected area of the Gardens
that was a former service yard for the Gairloch house.  The proj-
ect is concerned with both the physical and the historical per-
ceptions of the room-like space.  The installation explores the
tension between the edges and the body of the outdoor room by
using two types of devices: the Renaissance perspective-draw-
ing frame (perspective) and the Victorian gazing globe (anti-
perspective). The installation includes two large gazing globes,
a hedge of fencing and red climbing plants, a 41-foot long view-
ing table, and a pavilion with benches.  This is the last season
for this remarkable work.

Janet Cardiff: A Large Slow River, 2000
September – November 2006, April - November 2007
Janet Cardiff, Lethbridge, Alberta/Berlin, Germany

Commissioned for Oakville Galleries’s permanent collection,
this audio-walk invites visitors to experience Gairloch Gardens
through the work of an internationally acclaimed artist.  In a
route that began at the front desk with a borrowed discman and
headphones, Cardiff takes the visitor through the gardens on a
journey that is intellectually absorbing and filled with revealing
surprises.  This audio-walk attracts media attention and visitors
from across North America.

Fastwürms: Giant Beaver Charm, 2000
September – November, 2006, April - June 2007
Dai Skuz and Kim Kozzi, Creemore, ON

Now part of the permanent collection, this fun-filled piece was
exhibited as part of the 2000 exhibition Beaver Tales. The cus-
tom-designed bracelet of Talismans is reinstalled during the
spring, summer and fall months on a grand willow tree adjacent
to a pond on the Gairloch estate.

Liz Magor: Channel, 2004
Year long
Liz Magor: Vancouver

Oakville Galleries commissioned a major work by Liz Magor
outside in the Gardens. The new bronze sculpture is in the form
of a hollow tree trunk with indications of an alternative interior
space.  It was cast directly from a black locust, a tree native to
Ontario, and installed horizontally among a copse of trees.  It
has the appearance, texture and colour of a fallen log.  However,
on close examination the viewer can see that the log has eye-
holes that animate the form.  As Magor said, “My goal was to
make a sculpture that invites several literal interpretations.  On
one level it appears simply as a log.  Then it may seem to be a
recumbent, anthropomorphic log.  Finally, it may present itself
as a hide-out or a shelter concealing some unknown person.”

Grades 1 through 8

Plan a unique project or series of workshops in collaboration with our animateurs and let your group discover the
expressive potential of art. Programmes are custom-designed to suit your group’s needs and interests. All materials are
supplied by Oakville Galleries. Please contact us to develop a programme that will be both challenging and inspiring.

No-Kit (see page 6) is often used as a starting point for tailor-made programmes where participants can work at their own
pace, individually or in smaller groups, with the assistance of an animateur that works cooperatively with their educators. 

Sample five-week programme:
Developed for SALEP (Supervised Alternative Learning for Excused Pupils), Hamilton

Week 1 - No-Kit
During this first session, participants are introduced to the concept of site-specific art and create installations and
sculptural interventions in the classroom or schoolyard.

Week 2 - Turbo-drawing
Participants have the opportunity to experiment with a variety of liberating techniques and styles in this fast-paced
drawing workshop.

Week 3 - Stop the motion
Inspired by the captivating power of moving images, participants shoot a short video using the historical technique known
as stop-motion animation.

Week 4 - Hardwear
For this session, participants define their personal style by making accessories and fashion items out of recycled hardware
and electronics components. 

Week 5 - T-shirt statements
This introductory screenprinting workshop allows participants to use a simple stenciling technique to print their own
designs onto t-shirts.

Special needs programmes

Special needs programmes

 


